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tiers of Portugal, which, in spite of Orry's deception,
it was still determined to send. No sooner was Philip
fairly away, separated from the Queen and Madame
des Ursins, and no longer under their influence, than
the King wrote to the Queen of Spain, requesting her,
in terms that could not be disputed, to dismiss at once
and for ever her favourite Camerera Mayor. The
Queen, in despair at the idea of losing a friend and ad-
viser to whom she had been so much attached, believed
herself lost. At the same time that the King wrote to
the Queen of Spain, he also wrote to the Princesse des
Ursins, ordering her to quit Madrid immediately, to
leave Spain, and to retire into Italy.

At this conjuncture of affairs, when the Queen was
in despair, Madame des Ursins did not lose her com-
posure. She opened her eyes to all that had passed
since she had violated D'Estree's letter, and saw the
vanity of the triumph she had recently enjoyed. She
felt at once that for the present all was lost, that her
only hope was to be allowed to remain in France. She
made all her arrangements, therefore, so that affairs
might proceed in her absence as much as possible as
though she were present, and then prepared to set out.
Dawdling day by day, she put off her departure as long
as could be, and when at length she left Madrid only
went to Alcala, a few leagues distant. She stopped
there under various pretexts, and at length, after five
weeks of delay, set out for Bayonne, journeying as
slowly as she could and stopping as often as she dared.

She lost no opportunity of demanding an audience
at Versailles, in order to clear herself of the charge
which weighed upon her, and her importunities at